Rebound hyperkalemia after cessation of intravenous tocolytic therapy with terbutaline in the treatment of preterm labor: anesthetic implications.
Beta-adrenergic agents have been widely used in obstetrics to attenuate premature labor (termed tocolytic therapy), delay delivery, allow fetal maturation, and thereby reduce neonatal morbidity and mortality. Hypokalemia is a common side effect during beta-adrenergic tocolytic therapy for the treatment of preterm labor. Although rebound hyperkalemia after cessation of tocolytic therapy with ritodrine has been reported, there have been no reports of hyperkalemia occurring after the cessation of beta-adrenergic tocolytic therapy with terbutaline for preterm labor; we report such a case.